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Ritual & Ceremony
Introduction
Rituals and Ceremonies have played a hugely important role in shaping societies and defining cultures since the dawn of human existence. Their scale and significance has ranged from the adherence of very simple customs within a small family unit, to the grandest ceremonies of national significance, demonstrating a countries political or military might.

Rituals have always been associated with religious or spiritual significance, from pagan times, the great ceremonies of Ancient Egypt, pilgrimage to Mecca through to modern Christian communion in sports stadium.

Ceremonies have evolved around many other aspects of life, from Crowning of Kings and Queens, opening parliaments, celebrating the onset of seasons, fertility rites, harvest time, opening of important public building, launching of ships, cup finals, and a multitude of other important public events deemed worthy of celebrating.

Ceremonies can of course be more intimate affairs, celebrated within a village or family, such as fete’s, weddings, funerals and birthdays.

Within our daily lives, we undertake many smaller, more personal rituals or ceremonies, often without realizing we are actually acting out a ritual. These might include rites of passage such as passing a driving test or exam, starting school, or even such hum drum activities as sitting down together for Sunday Lunch, or even making a morning cup of tea or coffee. 

Every ritual or ceremony has significance for the individuals concerned, helping place meaning into our lives and pride in ourselves, our families, our community or our country.

Many rituals and ceremonies involve the use of objects or aretfacts that form part of the process or have some significance or meaning associated with the event. These may include everything from parading battleships and tanks to crowns and orbs, chalice’s and robes, right through to the teapot and favorite mug for our first drink of the day.

Brief
You are required develop ideas and make an object, artefact or body of related work, that in some way can be associated with a ritual, ceremony or celebratory event of your choosing.

You are firstly, required to consider the notion of ‘Ritual and Ceremony’ and develop a body of visual research that explores a wide variety of celebratory or ritualistic events or activities.

Out of this broad ranging research, identify an event or act that is of particular interest to you. 

Considering any aspect of your chosen event, start developing ideas for an object or group of forms, that in some way may be associated with the ritual or ceremony of your choosing. The object/s may either actually serve a particular function within the event, may in some way be associated with it, or may communicate visually or metaphorically, some aspect of the activity. 

Consider:

Intent:  
function, decorative – award, narrative, representation, humor.

Material:
Single material or sensitive/appropriate combination of materials

Process:
Appropriate making processes 

Your finished forms should demonstrate a high level of ‘craft quality’ within them.

Submission requirements:

Initial broad ranging research into all/any aspect of ‘Ritual and Ceremony’.

Focused research communicating your chosen event or act.

Design/developmental drawings, exploring a range of form/shape ideas

Experimental test samples of materials, surface treatments etc…

Completed ritualistic or ceremonial object’s.

Project Duration:
9 weeks 

Submission Date:
Fri 10th January 2014



 

Tutors:
David Binns, Tom Sutton, Ruth Ball
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