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A range of surfaces can be achieved through the control of different processes. 

The enamel surface is typically glossy but it an also be treated to become matt, satin or granular in texture

GLOSS

· The enamel is fired over 3 / 4 layers until the design is fired to its level. The layers are then stoned back to make them smooth and re-fired. The final fire gives a smooth gloss finish.

MATT – with diagrit pads

·  Stoning the enamel surface back with carbourundum or diagrit pads by hand reveals a stony matt texture.

· Use the range of diagrit qualities through to the very finest – once you have the texture you like you can apply bees wax to seal and protect the finish. This helps keep a sheen and also makes the piece more resistant to handling.

MATT – with chemical

· Immersing your piece in a chemical solution called “Matting Salts”, will give a smooth matt surface. This should be done with care and under strict control in a ventilated acid area. 

· The piece only needs to be in the acid about 1 or  2 minutes.

· Follow all safety information and consult the data sheet, which should accompany the product.

i.e. wear rubber gloves / safety goggles / acid proof apron / use plastic tweezers / store in plastic etc 

 – Only use in an acid control area. Note spillage procedure and first aid actions before using.

GLASS BEADS

· Tiny micro beads can be bought from craft shops. Do make sure what you buy is glass and not plastic ! 
Apply with a fine layer of painting medium, burn off before putting the piece in the kiln and fire until the beads fuse into the final layer of enamel – different colours will give more refection than others. 
GRANULAR

· To create a granular texture, the final layer of enamel or a clear flux can be under fired in the final firing leaving an interesting crystalline surface. The colour fired can be used, or a fine sifting of flux over a complex design.

· You can set the kiln at a lower temperature or control the effect by making a shorter firing.

RAISED SURFACES

· Using stencils in layers you can vary the level of the enamel surface slightly. Adding a surface pattern requires control of the firing but can give an interesting quality to the final layers. Try a gloss finish with a granular finish.

GOLD LEAF

· Leaf can be used as a final finish – there are many various effects, which can be part serendipity and part good control of firing temperatures. From a surface coating through to a controlled cracking effect there is potential to experiment with Leaf to develop several options.

NOTES:       

